REGISTER OF 

CLASSIFICATION DECISIONS 


Date of entry in Register: 

Name of applicant/court: 
Applicant to the Labelling Body: 
Title of Publication: 

Other Known Titles: 

Director: 

Producer: 

Publisher: 

Author: 

Format: 

Country of Origin: 

Language: 


11 March 1997 
John Nicholson 
Not Applicable 
Vegas Girl billboard 
Not Applicable 
Not Applicable 
Not Applicable 
Not Applicable 
Not Applicable 
Sign 

New Zealand 

Small amount of text in English 


Components of film originally examined: Not Applicable. 

Feature: Not Applicable 

Trailers: Not Applicable 

Excision/Alteration: No. 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 


Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 
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Classification Decision: 


Unrestricted. 
Display conditions: 
Not Applicable. 
Descriptive Note: 
Not Applicable. 


Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable. 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993 defines “publication” 
broadly enough to include the Vegas Girl billboard. The Board is satisfied on the 
evidence that this sign did not “degrade, dehumanise or demean any person”. Not only 
do the definitions of these words require some objective content, “any person” must be 
interpreted as “any reasonable person”, not as a particular individual. 

The proximity of this sign to schools is a cause of concern to many people. Although 
this is a relevant circumstance, the Board notes that most people who made 
submissions stated that they would not have had a problem with the sign had it been 
in a gallery or a side street. In the absence of anything in the sign itself bringing it 
within ss.3(2) or 3(3), it is the placement of this publication that is of concern. 

Placement of the sign is not a censorship issue, it is a District Plan issue. The Board 
notes in this regard that the Auckland City Council has received complaints about the 
sign over the years and, despite having the power to regulate it in its bylaw, has not 
done so. 

If this sign was to be banned because it could not have labelling, wrapping and display 
restrictions imposed on it as a remedy against involuntary exposure, the sign would be 
banned merely because it offended some people, whereas the Act requires a 
likelihood of injury to the public good before publications can be banned. The Board 
consequently classifies the publication as “unrestricted”. 

The Board’s decision with respect to the Vegas Girl billboard is not unanimous and a 
dissenting view is also presented. 
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